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Global water crisis
 “The average amount of water used per day by a

person living in Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Gambia,
Somalia, Mali, Mozambique, Tanzania or Uganda, is
the same as someone in a developed country...
A: Brushing their teeth with the tap running (10
litres)
B: Filling up a dishwasher (65 litres)
C: Taking a bath (200 litres)”



“The answer: A.
  The UN says that in the world's 40

poorest countries, people only have
access to an average of 30 litres or less
per day each. The absolute minimum for
well-being is considered to be 50 litres
per day.”





Water scarcity and everyday lives
around the globe

Lack of/inefficient infrastructure:  a
significant amount of water taken
from a supply source is actually
wasted

 Inequalities in access
 Climate change
 Governance and control over water



Maasai Mara and Serengeti National
Park





Integrated Water Resource
Management (IWRM)
 Process aimed at protecting water resources in the river basin

while improving equitable access to water



Access, Quantity, Quality
of Water Resources

 Increasing intensity of water extraction
 Effects of protected areas limiting grazing lands
 Safari tourism
 Expansion of industrial agriculture

for export crops
 Drought prone, semi-arid region
 Economic and “biodiversity” values of

wildlife
 Expansion of agriculture into Mau Forest

…inequalities of access to land, water, capital



wildebeasts Tourist lodges in Maasai Mara Reserve

Pastoralists (also farmers):
Maasai

The Mara

“C. M. F.”

Industrial agriculture

Small scale farmers:
Kipsigis, Kikuyu
Okiek (forager-farmers)



Gender and Water Resources

 Gender = not just
women

 Gender is variable,
culturally
constructed

 Plans to manage
water more
sustainably must
consider “gendered
spaces” of water use
and conservation



Understanding Gender and WaterUnderstanding Gender and Water
in the Mara Basinin the Mara Basin
 How do men’s and women's knowledge and use of

water differ?
 How does this vary in different communities in

the culturally and ecologically diverse Mara
Basin?

 Do men and women have different rights of access
to water?

 What are some solutions to water scarcity that are
gender-specific?



Methods

 Participatory workshop in Narok
 Group interviews with basin stakeholders
 Refining structured interviews

 Structured interviews in 600 households
throughout the Basin



Women and Water in the Mara

 Women’s groups,  “merry-go rounds”
focused on water

 Community labor = women’s labor
(Thomas-Slayter 1995:819)

 Women use water for:
 Household cleaning (64%)
 Drinking and cooking
 Watering crops
 Watering livestock



Men and Water in the Mara

 Men are not commonly seen as “having
much to do with water”

 Men use water for:
 grazing cattle
 bathing
 washing cars
 creating or improving water source

infrastructure



What is being done to address water
scarcity in the Mara?

 Challenge: women being more involved in water extraction, use in
daily activities, but men perceived as “managing” the resource by
most stakeholders

 90% of men think focusing on women’s groups as “agents of
conservation” would help threats to the basin; while 74% of
women share that view

 Most important tasks for future:
 Tree planting
 agricultural terracing
 ceasing to use the Mara river and tributaries for washing



Gender, water, and education

Future work of the project:

Securing water collection infrastructure for
Basin schools

Girls and boys could spend more time in the
classroom



Bringing things back “home”
water scarcity and conservation
in Tampa Bay



Themes: water scarcity and
conservation
 Environmental problems are human, social

problems

 Individual and community action can make a
big impact

 Local and global scales are linked



Key web resources

 United Nations Water Decade 2005-2015
http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/reference.html

 Gender and Water Alliance
http://www.genderandwater.org/

Southwest Florida Water Management District Ad for
Florida friendly yards



Web resources continued
“Heartbreak on the Serengeti” National Geographic Society
February 2006
Story about conflicts between humans and wildlife in the Serengeti in times

of severe drought.
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0602/feature1/index.html

Gender and Water Alliance
http://www.genderandwater.org/

BBC special report on The Water Debate
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/world/2003/world_forum/water/default.s

tm

US Environmental Protection Agency Office of Water
http://www.epa.gov/OW/



Web resources continued
Global Water Partnership
http://www.gwpforum.org/servlet/PSP

United Nations Water for Life Decade 2005-2015
http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/
http://www.unwater.org/flashindex.html
http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/reference.html

UNESCO-IHE
http://www.unesco.org/water/

Southwest Florida Water Management District
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/
Water 101: An overview of water resource issues in west-central Florida, a four part online

video.
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/conservation/water101/
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/yards/ads/index.php?movieplay=frog


